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Websites of Interest 

www.earthalbum.com/ 
 a Google Maps/Flickr mashup 

www.sciencedaily.com 
 up-to-the-minute science news 

www.picnik.com 
 free online photo editing via your browser 

 

The Windows 7 

release date has 

been set—Oct. 22! 

If you are in the market 

for a computer, there’s no need 

to wait. Most models 

purchased between now and 

Oct. 22 will come with a free 

upgrade from Vista to 

Windows 7 when it’s released. 

Just check the manufacturer’s 

information. If it’ll run Vista, 

it’ll run Windows 7—maybe 

even better. Windows 7 has 

much improved performance. 
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There are many ways that Internet Service 

Providers defend against spam. The 

sledgehammer approach uses RBLs—

Realtime Blackhole Lists—they are effective, 

but can accidentally trap legitimate e-mails. 

An e-mail server gets put on an RBL list when 

spam starts coming from its IP (Internet 

Protocol) address. If you have your own e-

mail server, it has an IP address associated 

with it; every website has an IP address. 

Users type www.cnn.com, but the Internet 

servers know that site by its IP address 

(157.166.255.19). Those servers convert the 

name you type into the IP address that they 

can work with. 

If an e-mail server starts sending out a lot of 

spam, the Internet servers can add that IP 

address to a Blackhole List that they then 

reject mail from—blocking all e-mail from 

that server. 

Your e-mail probably works fine, normally, 

and it’s protected from viruses, etc. But, what 

if a member of your staff or a visiting sales 

rep plugs in another computer, say an 

infected laptop, and that starts spamming 

through your Internet connection? Your IP 

address could get added to an RBL, and your 

outgoing e-mail would be blocked. You 

wouldn’t know it until people start calling 

asking about missing messages they were 

expecting. 

Comp-U-Tech can alert you to a problem long 

before people start noticing. Our new RBL 

Monitoring service checks multiple RBLs on a 

24/7/365 basis. If your site is suddenly 

blocked by an RBL, we can deal with it 

quickly. 

The cost for this service is a modest $15 per 

month. If you host your own e-mail, contact 

Comp-U-Tech to ask about adding this new 

safeguard that will keep your lines of 

communication open. 

é a little help from your friends. 

Comp-U-Tips 

Tiny projectors—pico projectorsɂare now 

entering their second generation.  

The projector pictured at right 

is only 4.3 x 2.3 x 1 inch! Dell 

makes a similarly small 

projector, the M109S (below), 

which is only slightly larger, at 

about 3.6 x 4.1 x 1.5 inches. 

Some of the 

projectors have 

slots for SD cards 

so that they make 

presentations without a laptop and batteries 

to run where power is unavailable. How did 

they make them so small? Well, they use DLP 

or LCoS chips illuminated by LEDs. Because 

they use LEDs, the display is not as bright as a 

larger projector, but don’t let the specs scare 

you. Our eyes aren’t linear in their sensitivity 

to light, so a 20-lumen pico projector isn’t 

100 times dimmer than a 2000 lumen 

standard projector. In fact, a 200-lumen 

projector would seem only a little 

brighter than a 20-lumen one, hardly 

enough to make a difference. 

Make no mistake, these are not bright 

(although they can project 4- to 7-foot 

diagonal images), but they can certainly be 

seen well in a dim, but not dark, room by a 

small group of people. Among the companies 

making pico projectors are Dell, 3M, Toshiba, 

Samsung, Optoma, and others. Expect to pay 

$300 to $600 for these pocket projectors. 



You’re not a graphic designer; your 

documents prove that. They’re boring. Well, 

they could look more interesting, right? 

Microsoft’s Publisher and PowerPoint have 

long tried to help that with their Themes 

function. Now that ability has spread to all of 

the applications in Office 2007—Word, Excel, 

Outlook, and PowerPoint—and it offers more 

control than ever.  

Besides helping you to improve your 

documents, Themes allows you to set a “look” 

that can reflect your company’s graphic style, 

particularly colors. Instead of making you 

fiddle with individual elements of your 

documents, Themes assigns a group of 

related, complementary colors to specific 

parts of your document. 

Take, for example, this chart of a process: 

 

Dull, dull, dull.  

But apply a style to the chart and a theme to 

the whole document and you’ll get more 

attention. Word looks at all the different parts 

of your document and applies styles based on 

what it can figure out about what you have 

Step Name Process Day 

Receive Monday 

Mix Tuesday 

Extrude Tuesday 

Finish Wednesday 

Ship Friday 
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placed on the page on the placement of the 

text. One click changes the table and chart to: 

That’s better. Or maybe… 

Nice. Subtle. With one click, Word changed 

the fonts, cell height, table colors, button style 

and colors. It will change everything in your 

document, not just tables and graphics. 

Experiment with it a bit, and watch how it 

deals with headings and lists. 

You can adapt a Theme, create your own, or 

download many from the Microsoft site. See 

the sidebar for the choices you can make. 

 

 

Spiff-up Office Documents 

Comp-U-Tech is partners with: 

 
To create your own set 

of colors that comple-

ment your company 

logo, open the Colors 

button in the Theme 

panel. 

Word will show you a 

preview of your 

choices, and even pro-

vides options for text 

on different back-

ground colors. 


